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              Recycling Matters 
Answer Sheet 

 
 

 
Some people believe that throwing away one thing in the garbage that could have been recycled does not 

matter.  But, that is not true.  Many times people do this and it all adds up to a lot of garbage.  That’s why the 

landfill is filling up quickly.  This is not good for the environment because land is being used for this purpose 

instead of providing homes for people, plants and animals.  One way to stop the landfill from filling up quickly 

is to recycle.  Whenever we recycle that means the garbage doesn’t go into the landfill.  Instead, the garbage is 

made into something new and useful.  Therefore, recycling is important because it saves landfill space.  

 

 Recycling is also important because it helps to save natural resources.  For example, whenever we 

recycle paper, it will be used to make new paper products.  That is good because that means we will not have to 

cut down trees to make new paper. 

 

 In addition, recycling saves energy.  Making new products from recycled material uses less energy.  For 

example, recycling one aluminum can will save enough energy to give power to a television for one hour.   

 

 Recycling helps the environment in many ways.  But, it only helps when people do it.  So, remember to 

recycle where you are – at home, at school or at play. 

 

1.  What is the purpose of the article? The purpose of the article is to inform the reader about the many benefits  

     of recycling._____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Does the author try to persuade the reader to action?   Yes     No 

      If yes. Give specific examples: In the last paragraph, the article states that recycling matters, but only when    

      people do it.  This is a message to persuade people to recycle.  Throughout the article there are reasons  

     given that justify the importance of recycling. 

      If no, why not? _________________________________________________________________________ 


