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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 

CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 

NORTH COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY 

FOR OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE INSPECTION SERVICES 

RFQ NO. 10-245/MRK 

 

 

PURPOSE 

The Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County (AUTHORITY) is requesting the submittal of 

qualifications from experienced and qualified individuals, corporations, partnerships and other 

legal entities authorized and licensed to perform services in the State of Florida to provide 

professional consulting engineering services (CONSULTING ENGINEER) for the operation and 

maintenance of a 2,000 ton per day Waste-to-Energy (WTE) facility and a 3000 ton per day mass 

burn WTE facility to be operational in 2015 .  The selection process shall be in accordance with 

Florida State Statutes 287.055, Consultants Competitive Negotiations Act (CCNA).  The contract 

shall be for a term of three (3) years with the option of an additional three (3) year renewal upon 

review and approval of the Solid Waste Authority Board. 

 

TIMETABLE  

The following is the anticipated timetable: 

 Advertise and Issue RFQ ...................................................................... August 9, 2010 

 Deadline for the Inquiries ................................................................... August 19, 2010 

 Receive RFQ ....................................................................................... August 31, 2010 

 Short List Firms/Final Ranking (if applicable) ................................ September 9, 2010 

 Interview Short-Listed Firms (if needed) ........................ Week of September 13, 2010 

 Ranking by Selection Committee .................................................. September 17, 2010 

 Governing Board Approval............................................................ November 10, 2010 

 

BACKGROUND  

The AUTHORITY owns, operates, and maintains solid waste facilities throughout Palm Beach 

County. The North County Resource Recovery Facility (NCRRF) is located on approximately 40 

acres within a 1320-acre AUTHORITY owned site. The 1320-acre site (locally designated as 

Site #7) is North of 45
th
 Street, South of Beeline Highway, West of Floridaôs Turnpike and East 

of the West Palm Beach Water Catchmentôs Area. The site is located within the City of West 

Palm Beach, in Palm Beach County, Florida.  

 

The facility normally processes 2,800 tons per day of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) and 

delivers a nominal 43.5 MW of electrical power to FPL. The MSW is processed into Refuse 

Derived Fuel (RDF) and combusted in two (2), two-drum stirling watertube boilers rated at 925 

psig, with steam at 750 psig, 750 degrees F and approximately 620,000 lbs/hr delivered to a 

single straight condensing non-reheat turbine coupled to an air-cooled synchronous generator 

rated at 61 MW. 
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The operation and maintenance of the NCRRF has been contracted with the Babcock and Wilcox 

Company, and started on November 22, 1989.  A copy of the pertinent pages of the Operations 

Maintenance Agreement is attached hereto and made part of. (Appendix A and B). 

 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS  

Respondents, both corporate and individual, must be fully licensed and certified for the type of work 

to be performed in the State of Florida at the time of submittal of their response to this RFQ. 

Should the Respondent not be fully licensed and certified, its submittal will be rejected.  

 

SCOPE OF WORK 

The AUTHORITY is seeking Qualification Statements from CONSULTANT ENGINEER 

indicating his or her ability and expertise to provide comprehensive operations and maintenance 

review and consulting engineering services for the NCRRF and other AUTHORITY owned 

facilities.   

 

The CONSULTING ENGINEER agrees during the term of this Agreement to perform the 

services as required of the CONSULTING ENGINEER as provided for in the Operations & 

Maintenance Agreement (ñO&M Agreementò) between the AUTHORITY and the Operator 

(Palm Beach Resource Recovery Corporation) dated December 11, 1986, as amended.  

 

The CONSULTING ENGINEER agrees during the term of this agreement to perform additional 

solid waste management related professional services including but not limited to planning, 

feasibility studies, design engineering, inspections, assessments, evaluations, operations and 

maintenance review for the NCRRF and other existing and or future solid waste processing 

facilities as requested and approved by the AUTHORITY 

 

The CONSULTING ENGINEER shall provide additional services as requested by the 

AUTHORITY relating to or associated with the NCRRF. 

 

The scope of services includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

Inspection 

Perform inspections of the facility to evaluate the performance of the operator with regard to: 

1.  Safety of Persons and Property 

2.  Repair and Maintenance 

3.  Facility Equipment Services 

4.  Facility Equipment Warranties 

 

The inspection service findings will be incorporated into each annual inspection and re-

certification program, which shall take place within 30 days of the end of each fiscal year of 

operation.  (Reference - Article 2.04 and 2.05 of Appendix A). 
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Audit  

Perform audits of the facility operating data with regard to verification of operation fees, and 

verification that Performance Guarantees have been met, and penalties assessed to plant operator, 

if appropriate.  Coordinate with AUTHORITYôS financial auditors as necessary.  (Reference - 

Article 2.05 and Article 4 in its entirety, of Appendix A and B). 

 

Report 

Prepare a separate section of the Annual Report, detailing an independent opinion of the overall 

performance of the operator in complying with the provisions of the Operating Plan, the general 

status of the facility with regard to operator maintenance over the fiscal year, and any 

recommendations to improve the operation and maintenance of the facility.  The CONSULTING 

ENGINEER shall provide a list of any recommended repairs or replacements, which should be 

or should have been performed in accordance with proper operating practice for similar facilities.  

(Reference - Article 2.05 of Appendix A).   

All work shall be done by Consultantôs in-house personnel or by a sub-contractor/consultant 

approved by the AUTHORITY. 

 

Other Solid Waste Management Services as Required 

The CONSULTANT ENGINEER shall provide additional services as requested by the 

AUTHORITY. 

 

SUBMITTAL FORMAT AND REQUIREMENTS  

The Respondent shall submit the following required information/documents with sufficient depth 

and breadth necessary to substantiate his or her ability to carry out comprehensive services being 

sought by AUTHORITY.  Failure to provide the required information will affect the evaluation of 

the submittal. 

1. Introductory Letter :  An informative, narrative letter pertinent to your firmôs Scope of 

Service response. 

2. Experience of Firm and References 

 a. Provide copy(s) of State license(s) under F.S. 471.023 to practice engineering. 

 b. Standard Forms 254 & 255 or 330, or equivalent, updated within the past 12 months 

for the Respondent and all proposed sub-contractors/consultants. 

 c. List of similar projects, including location, clientôs name, contact person for references 

and scope of services where requested services were provided. 

3. Team Organization, Management and General Qualifications 

 a. Multiple firms, joint venture or any/all sub-contractor(s)/consultant(s) teams shall 

clearly identify the roles, responsibilities and office location of the proposed project 

personnel.   

 b. Team and project management structure shall be documented. 

 c. The principal within the prime firm responsible for the contract shall be identified. 
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 d. The Respondent shall demonstrate the current financial, scheduling and staffing 

capacities to provide services. 

4. Individual Qualifications :  Respondent shall specifically identify the lead person(s) proposed 

for services and include their qualifications.  Resume of the team personnel shall be included 

with your submittal. Qualifications for any/all sub-contractor(s)/consultant(s) should also be 

included with your submittal. 

5. Insurance Requirements:  Provide evidence of current levels of insurance in areas of 

general liability, automobile liability, workers compensation and professional liability. 

6. Proposed Response Timeline:  Provide your proposed timelines for responding to 

requested services. This includes response times for: field mobilization; laboratory 

analyses; and report preparation. 

7. Recent, Current and Projected Workloads:  Respondents shall identify their recently 

completed, current and projected workload schedule. 

8. Completion of the attached ñDrug Free Work Placeò Form, Exhibit 1. 

9. ñPursuant to F.S. 287.133, as amended:  A person or affiliate who has been placed on the 

convicted vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a bid on 

a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on a 

contract with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public work, 

may not submit bids on leases of real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or 

perform work as a contractor, supplier, sub-contractor, or consultant under a contract with any 

public entity, and may not transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold 

amount provided in s. 287.017 for CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36 months from the date of 

being placed on the convicted vendor list.ò 

10. Provide a copy of Minority/Woman/Small Business Enterprise Certificate, if applicable. 

 The Governing Board of the Authority has set 15% as the AUTHORITYôS goal for 

Minority/Woman Business Enterprise (M/W/SBE) participation in contracts and purchases. 

Respondent shall submit a Plan showing how he/she will assist the AUTHORITY in 

achieving this goal through M/W/SBE sub-contractor/consultant participation or any other 

method.  Hiring of minority personnel, although laudable, does not qualify for the purpose of 

meeting the goal above cited. The goal is to encourage doing business with M/W/SBEôS 

certified from other governmental entities (the AUTHORITY does not have a certifying 

office).  Proof of CURRENT certification from these governmental entities will be required. 

The AUTHORITY will require documentary proof of the implementation, progress and final 

outcome of the proposed Plan. 

 A Respondent who is an M/W/SBE need not submit a Plan.  However, involvement of other 

M/W/SBEôS as suppliers or sub-contractors/consultants under an M/W/SBE Prime 

Consultant/Respondent is encouraged. 

 The submission of a Plan is required. A submittal without a Plan may be judged non-

responsive by the AUTHORITY unless the Respondent, her/himself, is an M/W/SBE. 

 The Respondentôs Plan will be incorporated into the contract between the Respondent and the 

AUTHORITY.  In addition to the required Plan, the successful Respondent shall demonstrate 

a determined effort to implement the Plan. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA  SCORING 

The AUTHORITYôS review and evaluation of responses to the RFQ will include, but not be 

limited to, the following: 

 SCORE 

 Qualifications of Firm -------------------------------------------------------------------- 1-5 

 Qualifications of Professional Personnel ---------------------------------------------- 1-5 

 MSW and RDF Plant O&M Evaluation Experience --------------------------------- 1-5 

 MSW and RDF Plant Operations Auditing Experience ----------------------------- 1-5 

 Project Approach:  i.e. Team/Staff Assignments, Organization & Key Issues --- 1-5 

 Experience Evaluating Financial Impacts of Failure to Achieve  

Performance Guarantees and Other Issues Affecting revenues/payments  

to Operator  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1-5 

 M/W/SBE Participation ------------------------------------------------------------------ 1-5 

NOTE: Score Structure/Need Satisfaction: 

1 = Poor; 2 = Below Average; 3 = Average; 4 = Above Average; 5 = Excellent  

Based upon the evaluation of the submittals received, the AUTHORITYôS Selection Committee 

will endeavor to short list a minimum of three (3) firms and subsequently rank these firms in 

order of preference and enter into negotiations with the top ranked firm.  Failure to reach an 

acceptable contract may, at the AUTHORITYôS sole discretion, result in the AUTHORITYôS 

termination of negotiations and entering into negotiations with the next highest ranked firm or 

the next until a contract is successfully negotiated.  No Respondent shall have any rights against 

the AUTHORITY arising from such negotiations.  The AUTHORITY reserves the right to reject 

all qualifications at any time.  Final award is subject to approval by the Solid Waste Authority 

Governing Board. 

 

INQUIRIES  

All questions and communications concerning this procurement process must be directed to Mr. 

Maciej Kadzinski, Procurement Manager.  All requests for clarifications or additional 

information must be submitted in writing via electronic mail to mkadzinski@swa.org, or by 

facsimile to 561-640-3400.  The deadline for all inquiries is 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 

19, 2010.  The SWA will record its responses to inquiries and any supplemental instructions in 

the form of a written addendum. 

 

ADDENDUM  

Should revisions to the RFQ become necessary; the AUTHORITY will provide a written 

addendum to all firms who received the RFQ from the AUTHORITYôS Purchasing Services.  

Addendums may be downloaded from the AUTHORITYôS website at www.swa.org.  It is the 

responsibility of each Respondent to this RFQ to acknowledge in their response the receipt of 

any/all addenda.  Failure to do so may cause your response to be rejected as non-responsive.  

Previous addenda are deemed received when a subsequent addendum is acknowledged.  It is the 

mailto:mkadzinski@swa.org
http://www.swa.org/
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Respondentôs responsibility to contact the AUTHORITY in the event that a previous addendum 

is not received. 

 

SUBMITTAL PREPARATION COSTS  

 

The AUTHORITY shall not be liable for any expenses incurred by Respondents in connection 

with the preparation of a response to the RFQ.  Respondents should prepare their submittal 

providing a straightforward and concise description of the Respondentôs ability to meet the 

requirements of the RFQ. Unnecessarily elaborate brochures, art work, expensive paper, 

bindings, visual and other presentation materials, beyond that sufficient to present a complete 

and effective response to this RFQ is not desired. 

 

SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS  

Firms/individuals interested in being considered for providing the specified services shall submit 

one (1) original and five (5) copies of their submittal in response to this RFQ.  Submittals must 

be received on or before 5:00 pm, local time, Tuesday, August 31, 2010.  All submittals 

received after the noted deadline shall not be considered and will be returned to the Respondent 

unopened. 

Submittals in response to this RFQ shall be plainly marked and labeled as follows: 

Qualifications Statement 

Consulting Engineering Services for North County Resource Recovery Facility 

for Operations and Maintenance Inspection Services 

RFQ No. 10-245/MRK  

 

AND BE FORWARDED TO : 

 

Mr . Maciej Kadzinski, MBA, C.P.M., CPPB 

Procurement Manager, Purchasing Services 

Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County 

7501 North Jog Road 

West Palm Beach, FL 33412 

Hand delivered submittals should be given to the Purchasing Specialist located behind the Main 

Receptionistôs desk in the first floor lobby of the AUTHORITYôS Administration Building.   

 

POSTING OF RFQ SHORT LIST RECOMMENDATION  

The short list recommendation of the Selection Committee and the final ranking of the firms 

short-listed will be posted for review by interested parties at Purchasing Services for a period of 

five (5) calendar days.  Failure to file a protest to the Director of Purchasing Services within the 

time prescribed, as more fully detailed in the AUTHORITYôS Purchasing Manual, Section 10, 

shall constitute a waiver of proceedings. 

 

 



EXHIBIT 1  
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DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE FORM 

 

 
The undersigned vendor in accordance with Florida Statute 287.087 hereby certifies that 
___________________________________________does: 

  (Name of Business) 

 

1. Publish a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, 

dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the workplace and 

specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violations of such 

prohibition. 

 

2. Inform employees about the dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, the business's policy 

of maintaining a drug-free workplace, any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and 

employee assistance programs, and the penalties that may be imposed upon employees 

for drug abuse violations. 

 

3. Give each employee engaged in providing the commodities or contractual services that are 

proposed a copy of the statement specified in subsection (1). 

 

4. In the statement specified in subsection (1), notify the employees that, as a condition of 

working on the commodities or contractual services that are under bid, the employee will 

abide by the terms of the statement and will notify the employer of any conviction of, or 

plea of guilty or nolo contender to, any violation of Chapter 893 or of any controlled 

substance law of the United States or any state, for a violation occurring in the workplace no 

later than five (5) days after such conviction. 

 

5. Impose a sanction on, or require the satisfactory participation in a drug abuse assistance or 

rehabilitation program if such is available in the employee's community, by any employee 

who is so convicted. 

 

6. Make a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through 

implementation of this section. 

 

As the person authorized to sign the statement, I certify that this firm complies fully with the above 

requirements. 

 

 

  Respondent's Signature 

 

 

  Date 
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Operations and Maintenance Agreement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE II  

 

Operation of Facility;  

Delivery and Processing 

Of Acceptable Waste 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

NOTE:  The Agreement for the Operations & Maintenance (O&M Agreement) has been amended a total 

of eight (8) times.  However, the pages presented in Appendix B & C DO NOT include the Amendments, 

only the base Agreement. 
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